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The unity of style which makes the Authorised
Version so remarkable was due not to Wyclif or to
Tyndale, but to Miles Coverdale. Coverdale " revised "
the version of his friend Tyndale, and in so doing
produced a new and characteristic translation,
smoother, more careful, and of a much finer style. His
version of the psalms is still printed in the Prayer
Book, because it is the best for singing. His Bible,
which was the first complete English printed Bible,
came out in 1535, only nine years after Tyndale's. This
is his version of the same passage from St Matthew.

" When Jesus was entred in Capernaum, ther cam
unto hym a captayn, and besought hym, saying:
Syr, my servant lieth sick at home of the palsy, and is
grevously payned. Jesus sayde unto hym : I wyll come
and heale hym. The capitayne answered and sayd:
Sir, I am not worthy, that thou shouldest comme
under my roofe, but speake the word only, and my
servant shall be healed. For I myself am also a man
subjecte to the authoritee of an other, and have
souldiours under me. Yet when I saie to one: go, he
goeth: and to an other: come, he commeth : and to
my servant: doo this, he dooth it. Whan Jesus herd
that, he meruailed, and sayd to them that folowed
hym : veryly I saye unto you : I have not founde so
great fayth, no not in Israeli. But I say unto you,
Many shall come from the east and west, and
shall rest with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the
kyngdome of heaven, and the children of the kyngdom
shall be caste out into bitter darknesse : there shalbe